KINDS OF WAR AND WAYS TO PEACE

policy. To the extent that it succeeds, it makes war and defence
against war the final instruments of international policy. In either
event, war is the mode of action. World peace, like national safety,
thus depends on a study of possible wars and the geograpical
factors underlying their causes, their character, and their conduct.

THE ATOM BOMB

The concept of possible wars, on which the ideal of world peace
thus rests until we have a constitutional union of States in a world
commonwealth, has of course been revolutionized by the invention
of new methods and weapons of war, culminating, so far, in the
atomic bomb. The use of atomic energy in warfare is not an
isolated phenomenon. It is closely associated with the develop-
ment of aircraft, radio, radar, jet propulsion, and other inventions.
The atomic bomb can be used decisively only in combination with
the most advanced devices in other fields, to which likewise the
scientists and military experts look for the means of defence or
retaliation against it. But it has an exceptional importance, if only
because of its impact on the minds of the masses who are the in-
strument and the objective of total warfare.

It is destined to revolutionize the political world just as the in-
vention of gunpowder revolutionized it in the Middle Ages, though
on a vastly different time-scale.

Firearms enabled Europe to penetrate and master most of the
remaining continents of the world; firearms gave decisive power
to the State against the individual; firearms, in their various
terrestrial, aeronautical and marine developments, identified the
military Great Powers with the great industrial Powers. The
political revolution which began when the first atomic bomb fell
on Hiroshima will be equally decisive and far-reaching, and of
course far more rapid.

The atomic bomb, together with other mechanical means of
warfare, has immensely increased the relative advantage of the
industrially advanced States in power politics. Before Hiroshima,
a Great Power could be defined as one which possessed the in-
dustrial equipment, manpower and resources to maintain modern
armed forces on a scale comparable with those of any potential
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